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idly and maintained their direct serv
ice between England and New Zealand
carrying not only passengers but par
ticularly a refrigerated cargo trade of

quested information about the propel

meat, butter and cheese.

Aquofestwo
o
tinpropellers
hasarsienonothe
nthMort
eorg
iBay
n
i
foreshore at East Balmain. The Penin

lers and a member took up the chal
lenge for the Association. They are a
pair and are marked 'Shaw Savill' with

The end of WWl 1 saw a further ex

the name Cedric. Both are mounted on

pansion in the number of ships in the
fleet and in 1952, thefirst of a seriesof
five sister ships, known as the 'C class,

concrete bases and are situated on a

was delivered. The fortunes of the com

small reserve next to the tug wharf, the
area being variously known as Gilchrist
Place or Chapman's Slipway, though

pany did not, however continue in the
same way. In due course it became part
of the Furness Withy Group which it
self was eventually acquired by other
interests and by 1987 only one ship, the

Leichhardt Council refers to it as Mort

Bay Foreshore.

lers, tail shafts, anchors and anchor
cables were stored at various places at

Sydney docks, Chapman's Slipway
being one such holding area.
In November 1976 the 24 year old

ship was sold to Fife Shipping Ltd of
P a n a m a a n d r e n a m e d S e a C o n d o r,

however she sailed for Kaohsiung in
Taiwan and was scrapped.

On looking more closely at the two
propellers, it is clear that they had been
spares for the Cedric or other 'C class
ships. The point is confirmed on notic
ing that they are made of cast iron and
it is also clear that they have been used
since the blade tips are chipped and
probably were fitted in an emergency.
With the advent of containerisation

the whole Mort Bay maritime scene

changed. Cedric's propellers, con
demned, worth nothing as scrap and
their owners no longer in business, be
came

relics

and

were

abandoned

on

site. As happens to harbourside land,
developers acquired the site and were
keen to cover the whole area with pri

vate housing but in due course a rea
sonable compromise was reached. The

result is that pleasant harbourside
houses look down on a small waterfront

reserve containing appropriate remind

ers of Balmain's historic past. A large
gear wheel and another small propel
ler are also in the reserve.

Shaw Savill was the name of a ship
ping company whose activities date
back to 1858 when two young men,

Dunedin, was wearing the SSA funnel.
The five ships in the 'C Class were,

This is an abridged article from A
Tale of Two Propellers, the whole re

Cedric, Cymric, Canapia, Cretic, and

search is on view at the Watch House.

R o b e r t E w a r t S h a w a n d Wa l t e r S a v i l l

Carnatic. The Cedric was built in 1952

set up business on their own account

by HariandS Wolff in Belfast and was a
11,232 ton steel hull ship. She had a

in London as Shaw Savill & Co, and

right from the beginning, had close
links with the early development of New

well-raked stem, cruiser stern, two masts

Zealand. This included the establish

ment of the first regular mail service to

After twenty years of hard work of
two round trips a year of some 26,546

that country from England and in their

miles, she began to show her age and

early days, they adopted for a time as
their house flag, the original national

with the advent of containerisation was

and an oval funnel.
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Annual General Meeting
Members are requested to
attend the 32nd Annual

General Meeting
of the
Balmain Association

becoming less suited to the needs of
the day. The ports of call included Mel

at 7.30pm on Wednesday

with the Albion Line to form Shaw Savill

bourne, Sydney and Brisbane and as
usual with ships of this kind, spares were

2 September 1998

& Albion Co Ltd The line expanded rap-

kept in bond in case of need. Propel

flag of New Zealand.
In 1882 the company amalgamated

In the Watch House

Balmain Personalities on the

History Trail

AmBalmain
ong theAssociation
varied acintivititses33ofyears
the

with pride about his improvisations.
One day, for example, he claimed to

his connections with Balmain are often

notice some loose tiles on a building,

commemorates the fact that he was

forgotten. The plaque at 83 Grove Street

knocked on the door and told the owner

MLA for Balmain from 1925-1930 and

of existence, has been the installation
of the Balmain History Trail. The

he was an expert tiler from "Home".
Another day he passed himself off as a

the only Australian to be President of
the UN, a post he held from 1948-49.

project, the Commemorative Plaques
were installed as a Bicentennial Project

locksmith and pretended to make a new

Another notable Labor resident was

key for a safe to replace one which had

"Honest John" Storey who went to
school in Adolphus Street, worked as a
boilermaker at Morts Dock, served as
Balmain's MLA and was premier of
NSW from 1920-21. A plaque at 5 Mac-

by members of the Balmain Associa

tion and the Rotary Club of Balmain,
involved installing 63 plaques com
memorating notable people, places and
events connected with the Peninsula.

Some of the personalities, especially,
come as a surprise to people who are
following the History Trail. Thanks to
the phrase "Balmain boys don't cry"
most of them are aware of a connec
t i o n b e t w e e n N e v i l l e Wr a n a n d B a l m a i n .

Dawn Fraser's name has long been as
s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e P e n i n s u l a . To m ( J r e n

is a familiar - and welcome - sight in the
streets of Balmain, and at public meet
ings. And quite a few will remind them
selves "That's right, it WAS Balmain
where Sir Henry Parkes lived for awhile."
But Billy Hughes? For most people the
response is "Oh, 1 didn't know he lived
HERE."

been lost, when in fact he had found

the old key himself.
Hughes' shop was also the centre of
political discussions, especially center
ing around a single tax. He was deeply
involved in the Balmain Single Tax
League and, later, the Balmain Social
ist League. On Saturday nights he
would mount a soap box and speak to
the big open air meetings which took
place at Loyalty Square. It was while
living in Balmain that he became a
Labor Party organiser for the Labor

Electoral League, organising labour in
three country electorates and enrolling
members at the rate of four shillings a
head. In 1894 Hughes was elected to
the NSW Parliament seat of Lang, which

q u a r i e Te r r a c e c o m m e m o r a t e s h i s

Balmain allegiance.
Ten years on 5 plaques have been
removed during redevelopment, such
as the no 6, E H Brett & Sons Pty Ltd,
no 22, former Bank of NSW in Darling
Street, no 26, Balmain Hospital, no 41,
the former Amusu Movie Theatre, Dar

ling Street and no 31, the Billy Hughes
plaque has been temporally removed
due to rebuilding works. Contact was
made with the above for the replace
ment plaques but to no avail.
Information about other commemo

lay between George Street and Darling

rative plaques, together with a map of

Harbour and consisted of 2115 voters,

the trail, is contained in the Balmain
Association's leaflet "Balmain History

who gave him the solid waterfront con-

Trail", price $2.
Debby NichoUs

BALMAIN
HISTORY
TRAIL
C O M M E M O R AT I V E

PLAQUES

Billy Hughes shop at 16 Bcallie Street

In fact, Billy Hughes moved to
Balmain in 1891, to a small shop at 16
Beattie Street which no longer exists.

Donald Home in his biography "The
Uttle Digger" suggests that possibly Will

stituency which took him to the first
Australian parliament after Federation.
He and his wife and growing family left
Balmain, but his presence here is re
corded in the plaque at what was 16

Hughes used money of his wife's to
set up the shop, a small mixed busi
ness so small that they both had to do
other work. His wife, who had given
birth to a son in 1887 and a daughter

Beattie Street.

in 1888, took in washing. Billy took up

been the first thing to be remembered

odd jobs, amongst them selling umbrel

about

l a s f r o m d o o r t o d o o r. D o n a l d H o m e

There is not that problem with Dr
Herbert Vere Evatt, however, although

says that Hughes himself reminisced

Not long after that 54 Terry Street
became the home of a little boy named
John Kerr, whose early Labor Party al
legiance has not, for the past 23 years,
him.

Area covered; Balmain,

Hirchgrove, Kozeiie.

storage Tunnel
^he purpose of the Northside Stor
-Lage Tunnel project is to reduce wet
weather sewage overflows into Sydney
Harbour an end result that cannot help
but meet the approval of all who love
the harbour and enjoy Sydn^'s brilliant
beaches without facing health risks.
The Tunnel Alliance comprises Syd
ney Water, Transfield, Montgomery
Watson and Connell Wagner represent
ing an innovative form of contract re
quiring the cooperation of the involved
parties. It is the first time Sydney Water
has entered such a contract. My impres
sions after attending the Community
Liaison Committee meetings is that if
the project partners continue to work
with local communities it should bring
about the desired result with a minimum

disruption to our environment.
Since moving to Balmain thirteen
years ago, I have been involved, time
and circumstances permitting, in com

munity issues. It is a unique suburb that
has to be protected for its heritage value
while at the same time there is a need

to continue some of the industry and

meeting in the Balmain Town Hall on
11 July was followed by a display in
Loyalty Square with dedicated project
staff on hand to answer enquiries. My
own experience as a member of the
committee representing our Associa
tion, is that this group are unsparing in
their effort to ensure the project pro

activity in the bays and ports that tra
ditionally gave the peninsula much of
its character. Too often community con
cerns and issues have been paid lip
service and virtually ignored while

ceeds with minimum disruption to our

change involving pollution of every de
scription has been inflicted on resi

mittee members including Precinct rep

dents.

Liaison Committees in other impact
areas of Sydney.

The planning of this project and the
effort put into communicating with lo
cals is shaping as a model for other

lives.

An Environmental Management Plan

plus a Master Traffic Management Plan
have been made available to all Com
resentatives. The Alliance has formed

Ann

Bastok

proposed projects. A well attended

To w n P l a n U p d a t e
eichhardt Council will consider re

. L-4^orts and submissions on the Draft
Town Plan on 25 August. Once it has
adopted the draft LEP it will be submit
ted to the Dept of Urban Affairs & Plan
ning for final approval. It can be safely
assumed that gazettal will take some
time, involving further consultation be
t w e e n t h e C o u n c i l a n d D U A P.

We have concerns with the proposal
to reduce the Heritage Conservation
Area and including Urban Design Sig
nificant Areas. This approach would
lead to more complication and confu

New

sion leading to a degrading of heritage
protection. We also submitted that land
not money be required for open space
on major developments.
The Integrated Development Assess
ment procedures have been in opera
tion since 1 July and all development
applications must conform. Council
planning staff have produced guidelines
for applications for exempt and com
plying development. They are consid
ering the implications for the Draft
Town Plan. There have been no private
certifiers appointed at this stage.

Death off a Library?

Publications

Balmain Historical Monograph 3

of that year. The Journal aims 'to en

On Balmain Hill -150 Years of the Catho-

courage the reading, writing and re
search of all aspects of the history of
this area'. Articles were sought cover

lic Church in Balmain by Peter
Reynolds. Contents: 103 pages with 56
photographs and illustrations of St Au
gustine's Church and School 1848-

ing reminiscences by residents, house

Caroiociety
l Lsitonreports
of the R
oyalH
sitorcial
drastic
changes
planned for the State Library of NSW.
The Mitchell Library is to be replaced
by an Australian Research Centre and
the Mitchell Ubrary reading Room will

On the Pigeon Ground. Balmain Public

histories, short biographies, the history
of organisations, municipal politics and
the pattern of land use and develop
ment. In 1978 No 7 appeared in a new
format and ten years later the same
format began to re-publish Nos 1-6 pro
viding the opportunity to add many

School 1860-1965. No 2. John Booth

more illustrations.

of Balmain, Booths in Bermondsey,
ning 1800-1946.

Congratulations to Rebecca
Reynolds who indexed the body of
knowledge contained in Nos. 1-10. Now

INDEX - Lelchhardt Historical Jour

we have to convince Rebecca to begin

library staff, a number of whom are
deeply concerned about the proposal.
The proposed changes may breach the

nals Nos. 1-10.

o n N o s . 11 - 2 1 !

terms of the David Scott Mitchell be

1998. Convent of the Immaculate Con

ception 1864-1978. Christian Brothers'
School 1887-1990. Cost $20 includes
postage.
Other titles in the Series are No 1.

Kincumber, Balmain and on the Man

be merged with the General Reference

Library. This may lead to the loss of
much of the specialist support required
by scholars using the Mitchell Library's
superb research collection which is re
garded as the finest in Australia.
Implementing these changes has not
involved any consultation outside the

The Leichhardt Historical Journal

The Index contains an excellent Lo

was founded as a voluntary, non-profit

cal Bibliography of Annandale,

quest and should be vigorously op
posed. Letters to the Premier and to the

organisation by Alan Roberts, Max

Balmain. Birchgrove, Forest Lodge,

press are necessary to prevent this bu

Soiling and Peter Reynolds in 1971 with
the first issue appearing in November

Glebe, Leichhardt, Lilyfield and Rozelle.

reaucratic madness. From the newslet

Cost: $23 including postage.

ter of the Horbury Hunt Club Inc.
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gold" is recommended as a
groundcover or for trailing over walls.
The flowers are golden with deep green,

Swedish Printmakers

Wattle Day

triangular, prickly leaves. The stunning

will exhibit with Warringah Printmakers
in a cultural exchange between Sydney
and Stockholm. They open in the Watch
House on 1 August for the following

Wae
tls,oracaca
is,areamongthe
m o s t c h e e r f u l w i n t e r fl o w e r i n g

native plants because their yellow blos
soms stand out so vividly on cold, grey
days. The following varieties provide

blue-leafed Cootamundra wattle, ac.

baileyana, is a reliable favourite in gar
dens and street planting. Always
shapely, it is smothered in July with
brilliant yellow flowers.

winter colour in coastal or inland areas.

The name wattle is derived from an

Queensland's silver wattle, acacia

old way of building used in parts of

podalyriifolia, is fast growing and thrives
in Sydney or anywhere the temperature
falls no lower than -3 deg C. With sil

England called wattle and daub. The
walls were a thick mat of twigs that were
wattled (woven) between the posts and

very, round leaves it lights up with the

rails of the hut's frame. The slim

brightest yellow blooms from mid-May

branches of the acacias were easly bent
for wattling and quickly earned its nick
name. The mat of twigs was then
daubed (plastered) solidly with thick
mud or clay. In 1844 there were, in
Balmain, eight

until at least August. It will live longer if
the branches are pruned by a third im
mediately flowering has finished.
In early August the green or black
wattle, ac. decurrens, is at its best. This
is one of the fastest growing wattles

,L artists from Akersberga, Sweden,

three weekends.

This year, Stockholm has been se
lected as the Cultural Exchange for
Europe and Warringah Printmakers will
in return exhibit in Stockholm.

Watch House Exhibitions
• Ends of the Earth -1-16 August

Warringah Printmakers Studio
with Swedish Artists.

• Mix Fix - Nth Suburbs Camera

Club Annual Exhibit 22-30 Aug

• The Burlong Group 12-20 Sep

wattle and daub

around Sydney, reaching 6 m in a cou
ple of years. The Wallangarra wattle, ac.

huts together with

adanca, is one of the showiest, with
masses of fluffy, "perfumed flowers.

slab and numerous

Hardy and unfussy about soil, it grows
to about 6 m. A prostrate form ac.
amblygona called "Austraflora winter

np'he works of an aclaimed group of

10 Innovative Painters

• Assemblage & Collage 3-10 Oct

fi v e b a r k , t h i r t e e n

Betsy-Jane Green

stone buildings.
Wattle Day is
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celebrated in NSW

duced without authorisation

on 1 August.
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The Balmain Association Inc
representing Balmain, Birchgrove, Rczelle.

seek the cooperation of everyone

Our Aims Are To:

concerned in the realisation of the above.

improve the living, working and recreational
amenities of our area, maintain all

The Watch House is open every Saturday
from 12 to 3pm. The Balmain Association

features having natural architectural and/

meets on the first Wednesday of each

or historical value, compile and record

history of the area & keep a permanent
collection of items of historical interest,

month at 7.30pm in the Watch House 179
Darling Street, Balmain. Our editorial
phone/fax is 9818 4954.

Interested artists, potters, sculptors, etc.

who would like to organise an exhibition in
the Watch House are urged to contact
Steve South on 9810 1411.

AnnualSubscriptions:
Household $16, Pensioners & Students $7,
Organisation $21.

