
ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE & OFFICE BEARERS

1 9 6 6 - 1 9 6 7

T h e f o l l o w

unopposed:
n g n o m i n a t i o n s h a v e b e e n r e c e i v e d

P r e s i d e n t : D r . J o h n P o w e r
Vice President: Mr. Alan Harding
Hono ra ry Sec re ta ry : Mrs . Ton i Fu rness
Honorary Treasurer : Mr. John Mackenz ie
C O M M I T T E E ( s e v e n t o b e v o t e d i n )

M i s s T h e a B a n k s
Mrs. Joan Chapman
Mr. J im Cunn i ngham
Mrs . Le i gh Roussos

Mr. Rober t I r v i ng
M r s . E d n a H a c k e t t
Mrs. Sibyl Masterman
M r . G r a h a m S t e v e n s o n

M r . R i c h a r d W a t e r fi e l d .

WATCH HOUSE PROGRESS
T h e N a t i o n a l T r u s t a n d t h e B a l m a i n A s s o c i a t i o n
have agreed to mutual ly sui table terms for the
o c c u p a t i o n o f t h e W a t c h H o u s e . A l e a s e h a s
been prepared and is awai t ing fina l inspect ion
b y t h e r e s p e c t i v e s o l i c i t o r s . Te n d e r s h a v e
been rece ived fo r the repa i r o f the roo f . The
Associat ion was obl iged under the Trust 's
lega l requ i rements to appo in t t rus tees to look
a f t e r t h e a f f a i r s o f t h e W a t c h H o u s e . A
ballot was conducted at June 23 meeting, when
Mr. A. Harding, R. Irving and W. OttIey were
elected to this responsible post.

EARLY WATER SUPPLY
Association Member Mr. Arthur Maybee gives
us this interesting item...that his grand
paren ts Mr. & Mrs . G r i f fi t h i n t he I 840 ' s
lived in a large wooden two storey house
at the rear of the present 19 Campbell St.
The only water supply for the nearby res
idents had to be obtained from a beautiful
clear spring on this property. When water
was fi rs t l a id on , t he Gr i f fi ths had moved
into No.19 and theirs was the only tap in
the area - the neighbors still coming to
t h e m f o r t h e i r w a t e r .

r e m i n d e r :

ONLY MEMBERS who have renewed their member
ship (paid in since 15th May counts for this)—
are e l ig ib le to vo te a t the Annua l Meet ing , so
a r r i ve ea r l y t o renew you r subsc r i p t i ons . We
need your continued support, and ofcourse as
m a n y n e w m e m b e r s a s p o s s i b l e . W i t h o u r fi r s t
year drawing to a close a new and vigorous
p r o g r a m m e i s p l a n n e d - o n e i n w h i c h e a c h a n d
e v e r y M e m b e r m a y p a r t i c i p a t e .

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Retir ing management committee felt they would
l i k e t o l e a v e a s u i t a b l e

y e a r s a c t i v i t i e s . T h i s
c i rca 1830, pub l ished by
L o n d o n . I t w i l l h a n g I n

m e m e n t o o f t h e f i r s t
i s a hand t i n ted p r i n t ,

T. McLean, Haymarket
t h e W a t c h H o u s e .

H ISTORICAL COMMITTEE

More than 50 people attended a "Slide Evening"
o n h i s t o r i c a l B a l m a i n a t t h e T o w n H a l l o n T h u r s

day June 30. Bob Irv ing, Recorder of the Assoc
i a t i o n ' s H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i t t e e w a s p r o j e c t i o n i s t
& na r ra to r i n t he absence o f Mr. B i l l O t t l ey.
Many of the p ic tures were taken f rom the fi les
o f E l l i o t t Nap ie r, we l l known Sydney H is to r i an ,
on loan to us f rom the Royal Aust ra l ian His tor
ical Society. The "Now & Then" of Balmain was
la ter shown, by p ic tures cont r ibuted f rom assoc
i a t i o n m e m b e r s . I t w a s a m o s t e n t h u s i a s t i c a u d

ience, and s imi la r even ings are fo recas t .
BALMAIN ASSOCIATION CONGRATULATES

Br ian MacDona ld & John Zaa t

f o r r e c e n t s u c c e s s e s i n t h e i r a r c h i t e c t u r a l
s t u d i e s . T h e y w i l t s h o r t l y b e l e a v i n g f o r
overseas to take up their Byera Hadley Travel I-
ing Scho larsh ips .

COUNCIL MEETS LEICHHARDT TOWN HALL EACH SECOND
TUESDAY. NEXT MEETING 23rd August,!966.
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Designed by fh& architect Edmund Blackef and
commissioned by Capt. T.S. Rowntreeas a gift tx)
hisson TSRownfreejnr. onthtoccasionaf his
marriage, this house in Stack St was erected
in 1878. It's massive sandstone block tbund-
ations were part of 1ht stock which the same
architect also used -kr St. Mary's Church nearby.



MORI 'S DOCK PETIT ION

Co l lec t ion o f s igna tu res aga ins t hand l ing o f
steel shipments and container cargo at Mort's
D o ck i s s t i l l u n d e r w a y. Ou r o b j e c t i o n s b r i e f
ly are that this type of industry will create
t r a f fi c c h a o s , i n e v i t a b l e n o i s e o f o p e r a t i o n ,
a n d l o s s o f r e s i d e n t i a l a m e n i t i e s . R e s u l t s s o
far have been encouraging - acceptance rate of
about 90 per cent. Many more signatures are
needed - anyone can take a sheet around. See
Mrs. Toni Furness - or Ph. 82-1552. Many parts
of the district have yet to be exploited. By
bringing in signatures you will be helping to
achieve ba lanced development In the d is t r ic t .

INCREASE IN MEMBERSHIP

H o n . T r e a s u r e r D i c k W a t e r fi e l d r e p o r t s t h a t
at the last general meeting on Jun 23 he
signed up 23 new members - a record that Is
going to be hard to beat . Tota l membership
at the for thcoming annual general meet ing
should easi ly top 200.

A NIGHT ON THE TILES: Our July 2 social event
was jus t tha t . I t became so "swi tched on"
approaching 10.30 that the County Counci l fuse
blew up and the party proceeded for the next
h o u r o r s o I n t o t a l d a r k n e s s . T h a t w a s t h e
o n l y " b l a c k o u t " r e c o r d e d t h i s t i m e . T h e A s s
ociat ion's thanks go to Bob & Mavis Johnston
fo r l end ing us the i r fine o ld s tone home fo r
t h e e v e n i n g . A l s o t o t h e h e l p e r s I n c l u d i n g
the Johnstons, who bat t led on wi th the hot
supper despite the power Interruption. Total
a t tendance was 100-odd, rece ip ts Inc lud ing
r a f fl e p r o c e e d s , $ 9 6 . 6 0 , w h i c h w i l l g o t o
w a r d s t h e n e w r o o f f u n d f o r t h e W a t c h H o u s e .

N E W S S H E E T O N R E C O R D : T h e fi r s t i s s u e o f t h e
B a t m a i n A s s o c i a t i o n N e w s S h e e t w a s s u b m i t t e d
t o t h e M i t c h e l l L i b r a r y, S y d n e y, f o r i n c l u s
i o n i n i t s c o l l e c t i o n o f fi r s t e d i t i o n s . A r r

angements also have been made to accept al l
s u b s e q u e n t I s s u e s .

A FINE PIECE OF RESEARCH

At the meeting of the Historical Committee,
held on July 28th at the home of Mrs. Downle,
M r . B o b C h a m b e r s o u t l i n e d t h e r e s u l t s o f a fi n e
piece of historical research which he and Mrs.
C h a m b e r s h a d c a r r i e d o u t , a n I n t e r v i e w w i t h a
grand-daughter of Captain Rowntree. From her
they obtained a comprehensive sketch map of
Balmain East some 50 years ago, with tiie names
of var ious residents shown and something of their
family histories. They are st i l l analysing and
recording the wealth of informatIon. thIs lady
kindly supplied and Incidentally enjoyed an ex
cellent meal served on Captain Rowntree's orig
i n a l c h i n a .

Now in her seven t ies and s t i l l keen ly in te res ted
in Balmain, Mrs. Ol ive Wi l l iamson capped their
visit by joining the Association and making a
generous donation to our funds.

THE VISIT TO COCKATOO ISLAND

On June 23rd., a party of twenty-five members of
t h e A s s o c i a t i o n v i s i t e d C o c k a t o o I s l a n d .

Mr. Payne of the administrative staff led a most
interesting tour of Inspection, which included
the guard-room, chapel, condemned cell, homes
and the famous bott le-shaped si los, which were
e x c a v a t e d o u t o f s o l i d r o c k .

N e i t h e r c a m e r a s n o r s k e t c h - b o o k s w e r e p e r m i t t e d
o n t h i s t o u r . T h e r e s t r i c t i o n s e r v e d t o w h e t
appetites for a longer tour on which these re
s t r i c t i o n s m i g h t p o s s i b l y b e l i f t e d .

Negot ia t ions are proceeding at present for a
vis i t by a working party of eight or nine mem
bers o f the His tor ica l Commit tee, complete wi th
cameras , w i t h t he poss i b i l i t y o f a t ou r f o r t he
w h o l e A s s o c i a t i o n a t a l a t e r d a t e .
We have to thank Aid. Wyner for making this
I n i t i a l t o u r p o s s i b l e .

RENEW YOUR ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION EARLY
BRING AS MANY NEW MEMBERS AS YOU CAN.

BALMAIN INSPECTION DAY

The Women's Committee of the National Trust held
an organised tour of the Balmain Peninsular on
June 14, visiting St. Mary's Church of England -
( fi r s t c h u r c h i n t h e a r e a ) , t h e W a t c h H o u s e , a n d
homes of Messrs. Flower (currently leased by Mr.
and Mrs. Wright), Miller, Rogers, Waterfield &
M i s s B a n k s . T r u s t C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s s e r v e d c o f f
ee at Mr. & Mrs. Masterman's Long Nose Point home.
More than 500 braved a wet, bleak day to make the
Inspection. The Trust made a pleasing profit of
$800, and graciously donated $25 to the Associat
ion in appreciation. The Association will hold a
similar Inspection day on Oct. 9 for members and
f r i e n d s a n d Tr u s t m e m b e r s w h o c o u l d n o t m a k e t h e
fi r s t d a t e . D e t a i l s t o b e a n n o u n c e d l a t e r .
LIBRARY REPORT

There are 38 munic ipa l i t ies and sh i res in the
County of Cumber land. Thi r ty-one of them prov ide
L ib ra r y se rv i ces . Seven o f t hem do no t . Bu t f ou r
o f t he seven a re p l ann ing l i b ra r i es . Th ree a re no t
Le ichhardt Munic ipa l i ty numbers i tse l f among these
t h r e e . A n u m b e r o f m e m b e r s o f t h e B a l m a i n A s s o c
i a t i o n h a v e t a k e n a c l o s e i n t e r e s t i n a s p e c i a l
commi t tee formed in the munic ipa l i ty to press for
this much needed community service. More support
i s n e e d e d . D e t a i l s o f t h e c o m m i t t e e ' s a c t i v i t i e s
are avai lab le f rom Mr. Terry Chapman, Publ ic i ty
Officer, and Mrs. Rose Pickard Ph.82-1068.
COMING EVENTS

B a l m a i n I n s p e c t i o n D a y - O c t .
Vin tage Cr icket : Deta i ls to come
H a l l o w e ' e n N i g h t - O c t . 3 )

A N D T H AT S T R I N G A R O U N D Y O U R F I N G E R i s t o r e m i n d "

you that the Annual General Meeting is to be held
i n B a l m a i n To w n H a l l o n A u g u s t 1 8 - 8 p . m .

BALMAIN'S EARLY YEARS

A date has been set for the display of old photo
graphs, news cut t ings and re l ics o f Ba lmaln 's past
in Mr. Jack Zuber 's window In Dar l ing Street. This
showing will be held between August 7 and 21.


