HISTORICAL SUB-COMMITTEE

During recent research into old Balmain, the committee found that in
1893, during the Penny Fare to Balmain fracas, the company charging
3d. threatened to reduce their fares not to 1d., but to cut them to id.

If this action failed to have the desired effect of breaking the opposition,
then they were prepared to run their boats for nothing!

Sides were taken and rocks heaved at one another in mid stream - the
Penny people winning.

Since those ""good old days" the fares have risen but the boats are
smaller and less frequent.

Next Historical Meeting at Gladstone Park Public School on 10th June.
Mr. L. Barton, President Military Historical Society, will lecture on
"Aspects of Military History".

DRAMA GROUP

Drama Group meetings are now being held fortnightly on Mondays in
the Watch House. A series of one-act Australian plays have already
been read.

Advertisements in The Link brought in a number of enthusiastic new
members and the Group is now a member of the Drama League of Aus-
tralia. We understand that assistance for productions and guidance for
play readings can be obtained from the Drama Section of the W, E, A,
and this is being investigated.

Plans for future meetings include talks and lessons in movement and
action in drama and a possible visit from a leading newspaper theatre
critic.

Next Meeting Monday, 16th June, 8.00p.m. at the Watch House.
PIRATE NIGHT

The jolly pirate ship "Radar'" set out for a voyage into the unknown
from Darling Street Wharf at 8 bells on the evening of 16th May.
Aboard: an assorted and scurvy crew of ruffians in apparel ranging
from Long John Silver through to a hippie.

The good ship set sail to the strains of a hornpipe delivered by a trad
jazz band, into yet uncharted regions of the Parramatta River, mark-
ed only by a singular lack of privateers to board.

Then followed a quick raid into the busy shipping lanes of the eastern
harbour, but on sighting a much larger and fiercer man-of war, with
full top sails bellowing, in the region of Bennelong Point, our Cap-
tain recognised that discretion was the better part of valour, and
scuttled back into the friendly waters of Cove Street and Darling
Street wharves.

The voyage was a disaster as far as booty was concerned; all crew
members left the ship a little poorer than when they embarked. But
with plenty of splicing of the main brace and copious rum issues
throughout the voyage, there was never any talk of mutiny.

And the profit to the Association? $45.00

If any members have ideas for Fund Raising - contact Jocelyne
MacLeod. 82-4652.

ECTIO AY - Sunday, 6th July.
A visit to some of the historic houses and buildings at Parramatta.
will include Experiment Farm Cottage and Hambledon Cottage.

These

Tickets = $1.00 each - will be on sale at the next General Meeting or
may be obtained from Jocelyne MacLeqd at 82-4652.

D - This party will be held towards the end
of August and details will be announced later. In the meantime, GET
YOUR GEAR READY !\

NEXT GENERAL MEETING
Balmain Town Hall

THURSDAY - 12TH JUNE

THE NEXT GENFRAL MEFTING will be addressed by Mr. Allan Correy,
Dip. L.D. (Dunelm), M.L. A, (Illinois), A.I.L.A., on the subject of

'"Urban Landscape", which should prove to be of great interest to those
of us keen on improving the amenity of the Peninsula.

SPREADING THE WORD

Circulation-wise, this issue of the News Sheet is a bumper one, for, as
well as the 350 which are printed for members, this month an additional
650 have been printed.

As part of a general Membership drive, the additional copies will be de-
livered to all letter boxes in Balmain East (from Darling Street wharf to
Adolphus Street).

In this way we hope to let more local people know that the Association
exists, and what it does.

Eachissue a new area will be picked for the saturation treatment.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBER SHIP

Anyone interested in the Association and/or intending New Members
may obtain details from the Secretary, by filling in and mailing the
form herebelow .
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The Hon. Secretary,
The Balmain Association,
Box 57, Post Office, BALMAIN. 2041

* ] wish to join The Balmain Association, for which I enclose
Membership Fee of $1.00 (ordinary member)
20¢ (pensioner or child under 15)
¥ ] would like to receive details about the Association.
(Cross out whichever not applicable.)

Name:
(Mr. /Mrs. /Miss)

Address:

'Phone No.:
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CHILDREN'S ART COMPETITION
Everyone will remember the success of the Photographic Competition, so
the Association has been encouraged to have another "happening". This

time it is a Children's Art Competition and entries close on 5th July, 1969.

There will be 4 sections in the Competition = one for pre=school child-
ren and one each for those at infants' schools, primary schools and high
schools. Prizes will be awarded in each section. The only restrictions
imposed are that the entries must relate to Balmain, its waterfront and
people, and that they are the entrants' own original work. There is no
1imit to the number of entries which can be submitted nor to the medium
used.

A '"Paint-In" will be held on Saturday, 28th June, andit is hoped that
Gladstone Park will be available for this exciting open=-air event. Easels
and material will be provided to help the young artists produce their
entries for the Competition.

Mr. BillSalmon, a well known artist and teacher, has agreed to act as
judge for the Competition. Mr. Salmon is better known to children as
"Apelles" and for the past 6 years has conducted art segments for ABC

radio and the TV programmes for the ABC, "Roundabout" and "On the
Inside".

Mr. Salmon is due to exhibit his own work at The Macquarie Galleries
from 20th August, 1969.

After judging has taken place, an exhibition of the entries has been ar-
ranged in the Commonwealth Savings Bank, Martin Place and Castle-
reagh Street, Sydney, for one week commencing 14th July. Another
exhibition will be held in the Balmain Town Hall, Darling Street, on
Friday night, 25th July and Saturday morning, 26th July.

All schools in the area have beencontacted and a publicity campaign
will ensure that entry forms are available to all children in the district.

Help make this Competition as big a success as the last one by encoura-
ging your family and friends to enter.

THE HOUSES OF BALMAIN

This new book, published by Horwitz, contains over 125 photographs of
Balmain by John Wong and has a most interesting and informative text
2nd brief history of Balmain by our President, Robert Irving.

At $2.00 per copy, this book is really good value and as well as being
of great interest to all local residents, it would also make an excellent
present for friends living out of the area or overseas.

Please help to swell the Associationfunds by buying your copy from The
Balmain Association. Copies are available from:-

Bill Haesler, 5 Lookes Avenue, Balmain East - 82-3956
Jocelyne MacLeod, 37 Ballast Point Road, Birchgrove - 82-4652

Coples will, of course, be on sale at the next General Meeting, as well
as at other future functions.

A.N.L,

Still appears to be a law unto itself. Although it claims to have given
all information as to its intentions to the necessery authorities, Council
has received nothing more than a site plan showing building locations.

FERRIES

On Thursday, 15&1 May, a meeting arranged by the Minister for Trans-
port, the Hon. M. A. Morris, with Mr. Roger Degan, M.L.A. for Bal-
main, discussed the present Balmain Ferry Service.

Those present were Mr. Butterfield (Sydney Harbour Ferries Pty. Ltd.),
Mr. Forbes (Government Transport Dept.), Mr. R. Degan, M.L.A.,
Mr. F. Turner (representing Balmain A,L.P.}) Mr. W. Haesler (represen=-
ting the Balmain Association) and Mr. D! Allen.

The Meeting, which lasted a little over two hours, covered all aspects
of the present Balmain Service, its recent history and its problems.

The submissions made at the meeting are to be conveyed to the Minister
by Mr. Butterfield, who will investigate and advise Mr. Roger Degan.

Submissions made to the Me eting by the Balmain representative were as
follows:

The Balmain Service in 1967-68 suffered a loss of $8,350 as against
a loss of $44, 214 by the Hunters Hill Service for the same period.
Mr. Degan felt that this big difference discriminated against his con~
stituants.

Balmain residents paid the same fare as Hunters Hill passengers for a
shorter journey and an inadequate peak hour service.

Balmain should have its own service serving other wharves on the Penin-
sula or, alternatively, a more regular peak hour service to all wharves
on a 1/2 hourly basis, utilizing 2 ferries. (A draft time table prepared
by Mr. Don Allen was presented to the meeting.)

As a minimum, it was suggested that the present peak hour service
could be improved by the use of a larger ferry and an adjustment of the
present time table to achieve an 8.15 a.m. ferry from Darling Street
Wharf (although still serving the Mort's Bay wharves).

The lack of Balmain identification at the Quay and non=-availability
and-publication of up-to-datetime tables at wharves was made known
to Mr. Butterfield, who promised to attend to these matters.

The reason for the impracticability of a combined Ferry /Bus ticket was
explained to the Balmain representatives by Mr. Forbes.

A full report of this Meeting will be given to members at the Associ-
ation's next General Meeting.

MEMBERS

Total membership of this Association has now reached 412, but sub-
scriptions fall due for renewal on 30th June, so please keep the money
coming in so that we do not have too many unfinancial members to
chase.

All new members joining after 15th May will automatically be paid-
up until 30th June, 1970.

Current members might keep this "bonus" in mind as a means of en-
couraging possible, intending new members to join the Association
at the earliest opportunity.

THE WATCH HOUSE

The Association's lease of the Watch House is one year old this month.
During the year restoration work has proceeded in accordance with
certain priorities and at a pace communsurate with our resources and
the voluntary labour available.

The Watch House Committee , with its too few willing w oarkers , have
already achieved the following:

*Erected iron grilles over accessible windows to secure the building.
*arranged re-roofing. *demolished damaged ceilings and partition
walls. *renewed the water supply and sewerage connections. *installed
new front doors. *repaired and reglazed practically all windows. *with
the aid of W. A. Flick & Co. and individual help have cleaned up
much of outside and inside stonework. *prepared, cleaned down and
painted many areas. *arranged for connection of power and lights.

Recently, new front verandah posts were installed by members John
Saunders and Bert Cook, using timber supplied by H, H. Cush & Co.
Pty. Ltd. and a start has been made on putting down new verandah
flooring.

The second stage of the electrical installation is almost complete.
Wiring has been installed to each room and some lights have been
fitted. Provision has been made for installation of specially selected
light fittings to some rooms.

It is hoped soon to be able to make an announcement regarding the
plaster lining of the upstairs rooms. Once the rooms are lined, we
will need help to paint the walls and woodwork.

There is a great need for volunteers to assist in cleaning down, pre-
paring the old woodwork, walls and windows. Skilled and unskilled
helpers can both make a worthwhile contribution.

Plans are in hand for renewal of the fencing and help is required
from experienced fencers. Please contact Alan Harding or any mem-
bers of the Watch House Committee.

The regular Saturday working bees will continue. The last was on
31st May and the next will be on 14th June. As an experiment, a
working bee was held recently on a Sunday and five people attended.
A roster will be circulated at the next General Meeting for more
Sunday helpers.

The Watch House Committee is planning ahead and it is hoped that

in a short time a small kitchen will be provided, all the outside paint-
ing and stonew ork will be completed and grounds and garden will be-
gin to take shape.

TREES

The Architectural Sub-committee for some time has been considering
the aspect of tree planting in Balmain and several test areas were exa-
mined. Inthe meantime A.N.L. have indicated that they want some
advice on this, and it has been suggested unofficially that the Associ-
ation may be inter ested in submitting a suitable scheme for landscap-
ing the A.N.L. terminal entrance at Mort's Bay. Although we have
never been informed of what goes on behind the fence, at least we may
influence the beautification of the approaches.
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